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Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

MERE  RURAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


PRESENTED  iaS4, 


MEEE  EURAL  SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  Dr  Bartlett,  medical 
officer  of  the  Mere  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  :  — 

To  the  Chairman  and  Mernbers  of  the  Mere  Bural 
Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you 
my  report  as  medical  officer  of  health,  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  Dec.  31,  1893. 

Deaths. 

During  the  year  1893,  the  deaths  of  74  persons  of  all 
ages  and  from  all  causes  were  registered,  against  151  in 
the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of  more  than  50  per  cent. 
These  show  a  death  rate  of  10'7  per  1,000  of  population 
calculated  on  the  census  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  1893. 

Of  this  number  13  or  17'5  per  cent,  were  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  and  31  or  41'9  per  cent,  of  per¬ 
sons  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

According  to  the  quarters  of  the  year,  the  deaths  were 
as  follows  : — 

First  quarter  ...  .  26 

Second  quarter  ...  ...  ...  11 

Third  quarter  . .  ...  ...  19 

Fourth  quarter .  19 

74 

There  were  47  deaths  of  males  and  27  of  females. 

Berths. 

167  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  7  on  last  year.  This  number  is  equal  to  an 
annual  birth-rate  of  24‘3  per  1,000  population.  Excess  of 
births  over  deaths,  93  against  9  of  last  year.  Of  the 
births  87  were  of  males  and  80  of  females. 

Mortality  from  Certain  Diseases. 

Of  the  deaths  classified  according  to  their  causes,  31 
were  due  to  diseases  of  the  chest,  viz.,  5  to  phthisis,  16 
to  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy,  and  10  to  heart 
disease.  Except  phthisis  (which  is  only  two  less)  these 
show  a  considerable  decrease  from  last  year. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  and  Specific  Febrile 
Diseases. 

Three  deaths  only  are  ascribed  to  these  diseases, 
equal  to  about  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths, 
or  43  per  1,000  population.  Of  these  three,  two  were 
due  to  scarlatina,  one  in  Bourton  and  one  in  Stourton ; 
both  of  which  occured  in  the  month  of  March,  One 
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child  died  of  diphtheria  in  Mere  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  and  one  adult  died  of  an  attack  of  diarrhsea 
in  a  severe  form  at  Zeals  (a  part  of  the  town  of  Mere) 
during  the  month  of  July.  One  death  only  was  caused 
by  injury. 

New  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Under 

Table  B. 

Scarlatina. — This  disease  has  been  very  prevalent 
in  the  district  during  the  past  year,  92  cases  having 
been  reported.  Of  these  76  occurred  during  the  first 
four  months  of  the  year,  the  parts  of  the  district  chiefly 
affected  being  Mere,  Kilmington,  East  and  West 
Knoyle,  and  Bourton.  Many  of  the  cases  were  marked 
by  the  severity  of  the  throat  symptoms,  which  was  the 
cause  of  death  in  the  two  children  that  died.  The 
disease  was  of  a  very  infectious  type,  spreading  rapidly 
through  a  village  (as  shown  in  the  case  of  West 
Knoyle)  although  precautions  were  taken  as  soon  as 
possible  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection,  such  as 
early  closing  of  the  schools, isolation, and  the  use  of  dis¬ 
infectants.  By  the  middle  of  the  year  the  epidemic 
was  over,  but  a  few  cases  were  brought  into  the  town 
of  Mere  during  the  month  of  November.  These  were 
promptly  isolated,  the  disease  did  not  spread,  and  at 
present  the  whole  district  is  free  from  the  complaint. 

Diphtheria. — 22  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  re¬ 
ported,  nine  of  which  occurred  in  the  town  of  Mere, 
resulting  in  one  death.  The  disease  has  chiefly 
appeared  in  isolated  cases,  and  the  number  been  distri¬ 
buted  all  over  the  year,  the  highest,  viz.,  five, “having 
been  reported  in  the  month  of  November.  No  cases, 
however,  were  reported  during  the  months  of  May  and 
June,  which  apparently  shows  that  the  prevalence  of 
the  disease  was  not  increased  by  the  prolonged 
drought. 

Typhoid  Fever. — One  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in 
Kingston  Deverill  during  the  month  of  September. 
How  the  contagion  was  conveyed  to  the  patient  is  a 
mystery,  as  he  had  not  been  outside  the  village  for  a 
long  time  before  symptoms  appeared.  At  the  time  he 
was  taken  ill,  the  water  in  the  well  connected  with  the 
house  was  very  low,  owing  to  the  drought,  but  a  plenti¬ 
ful  supply  was  obtained  from  elsewhere. 

Erysipelas. — This  disease  has  appeared  in  isolated 
cases  during  the  year,  11  having  been  reported,  8  of 
whicli  occurred  in  the  town  of  Mere. 

Measles.  —  There  have  been  a  few  cases,  but  no 
general  epidemic  of  the  complaint. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. 

This  act  has  now  been  in  force  in  the  district  for  the 
fourth  year,  and  its  utility  still  continues  well  marked. 
The  medical  men  practising  ia  the  neighbourhood  have 
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promptly  'reported  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming 
under  their  notice,  and  by  these  means  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed  where  and  to  what  extent  they  are  prevalent, 
and  have  been  able  to  take  steps  to  prevent  them  from 
becoming  general  in  the  district.  At  the  same  time 
the  usefulness  of  this  measure  is  lessened  by  its  adop¬ 
tion  not  being  general  in  neighbouring  sanitary  districts, 
as  many  cases  of  infectious  disease  appear  just  outside 
your  district, which  are  never  reported  to  or  heard  of  by 
the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  those  districts,  few  or  no 
precautions  are  taken  with  regard  to  isolation  and  dis¬ 
infection,  and  therefore  there  is  a  continual  risk  of  che 
infection  being  conveyed  over  the  border.  Considering 
the  want  of  precautions  I  have  observed  just  outside 
your  district  during  the  past  year,  I  feel  sure  that  the 
contagion  of  infectious  diseases  has  found  an  entrance 
in  this  way. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  your  board  de¬ 
cided. to  exclude  measles  from  this  act,  as  you  con¬ 
sidered  the  notification  of  this  disease  unnecessary. 

General  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  visited  all  parts  of  the 
district,  and  I  consider  that  the  general  sanitary  state 
is  good.  A  large  number  of  defects  have  been  pointed 
out  and  abated,  most  of  them  of  the  usual  kind,  viz., 
foul  closets,  defective  drains  and  sinks,  collection  of 
decomposing  animal  and  vegetable  matter,  &c.  I  have 
noticed  that  in  some  parts  of  the  district  there  is  a 
tendency  to  erect  closets  and  cesspools  without  due 
regard  to  the  proximity  of  wells  and  other  water 
supplies,  and  1  would  point  out  to  your  authority  the 
danger  of  so  doing,  considering  the  ease  with  which 
drinking  water  is  contaminated  in  this  manner,  and 
the  risks  to  health  arising  therefrom.  I  would  also 
draw  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  providing  for 
the  proper  flushing  of  the  drains  and  sewers  of  Mere 
during  a  long  period  of  drought,  such  as  we  ex¬ 
perienced  last  spring  and  summer.  This  is  more 
necessary  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town,  where  water 
at  such  times  is  used  sparingly  by  the  inhabitants,  than 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river,  where  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  water  always  finds  its  way  into  the  sewers 
to  keep  them  flushed. 

Nuisances  reported  .  78 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  77 

Houses  inspected  ...  ..  1295 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  last  year,  the  rain¬ 
fall  was  unusually  small,  and,  as  a  result,  in  many 
places  the  supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  became 
short  or  gave  out  altogether.  During  the  time  when 
water  was  most  scarce,  I  made  inquiries  all  over  the 
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district  as  to  the  effects  of  the  drought,  and  T  add  to 
this  report  an  epitome  of  the  information  I  obtained  as 
to  the  source,  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  in  each 
parish.  As  many  of  the  parishes  consist  chiefly  of  scat¬ 
tered  farm-houses,!  have  only  been  able  to  give  a  general 
statement  of  their  water  supplies,  some  houses  being 
well  provided,  whilst  others  in  the  same  neighbourhood 
have  been  very  short.  The  inquiries  I  made  show  that 
the  supply  of  water  was  most  deficient  in  the  following 
localities  : — (1),  That  part  of  Mere  (more  particularly 
the  Causeway)  which  is  situated  on  a  clay  subsoil,  and 
where  the  inhabitants  usually  depend  on  rain  water 
and  surface  water,  collected  in  pits  and  shallow  wells. 
Here  the  supply  gave  out  altogether,  and  water  for 
domestic  purposes  was  conveyed  to  the  inhabitants  in 
carts  from  other  parts  of  the  town.  (2),  A  part  of  the 
village  of  Bourton,  especially  that  portion  near  the 
church.  The  usual  source,  a  surface  spring,  ceased  to 
run,  and  the  inhabitants  had  to  fetch  all  their  water 
from  a  distance.  This  is  not  likely  to  occur  again,  as 
good  water  has  been  laid  on  all  over  the  village  by  one 
of  the  inhabitants.  (3),  That  part  of  the  village  of 
SiBon  near  the  schoolroom  had  for  a  time  to  depend 
on  the  stream  for  a  great  part  of  their  water  supply,  a 
very  impure  source.  (4),  That  part  of  the  village  of 
East  Knoyle  extending  towards  Shaftesbury.  The 
inhabitants  usually  depend  on  rain  water,  and  water 
brought  from  Semley  station  in  milk  cans.  The 
part  of  the  district  in  which  the  water  supply 
was  best,  both  with  regard  to  quantity  and  distribution 
was  Maiden  Bradley,  the  village  being  supplied  witu 
splendid  water  by  means  of  the  water  works  on  the 
Somerset  estate. 

Trusting  you  will  consider  this  report  for  the  past 
year  satisfactory, 

I  am  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Pope  Bartlett, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Water  supply  of  the  Mere  Rural  Sanitary  District 
during  the  summer  of  1893  : — Bourton  (East) — Source, 
shallow  wells  ;  usual  and  present  quantity,  good  ; 
quality,  most  indifferent,  a  few  good.  Drinking  water 
chiefly  obtained  from  the  fountain  at  Zeals.  Bourton 
(West)  with  Chaffeymoor — Source,  wells  various  depths 
and  springs,  also  water  works  ;  usual  quantity,  fair  ; 
present  quantity,  some  parts  good,  others  very  deficient ; 
quality,  well  water  very  hard,  rest  fair.  Part  of  parish 
round  church  only  portion  short  of  water.  Silton — 
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Source,  wells  and  river  water  ;  usual  quantity,  plenti¬ 
ful  ;  present  quantity,  most  parts  as  usual ;  quality, 
well  water  usually  hard,  river  water  very  impure.  In 
neighbourhood  of  school  supply  deficient.  Kilmington 
(The  Common) — Source,  deep  wells  ;  usual  and  present 
quantity,  plentiful  ;  quality,  good.  Kilmington  (High- 
street) — Source,  wells,  mostly  shallow  ;  usual  and  pre¬ 
sent  quantity,  plentiful  ;  quality,  good  where  not 
polluted  with  surface  water,  very  soft.  No  com¬ 
plaints  of  want  of  water  in  this  village.  Norton  Ferris 
— Source,  wells  20  to  60  feet  deep  ;  usual  and  present 
quantity,  plentiful  ;  quality,  good.  Usually  a  well  to 
each  farm  building.  East  Knoyle  (Village) — Source, 
springs  and  deep  wells  ;  usual  and  present  quantity, 
plentiful  ;  quality,  very  good  as  a  rule.  (Milton) — 
Source,  water  laid  on  in  pipes  from  spring  ;  usual 
and  present  quantity,  plentiful  ;  quality,  good. 
(Under  hill) — Source,  springs.  (Shaftesbury-road) — 
Source,  rain  water  and  surface  wells  ;  usual 
quantity,  deficient  ;  present  quantity,  very  little  ; 
quality,  inferior.  Drinking  water  mostly  brought  from 
Semley  Station  in  milk  cans.  West  Knoyle — Source, 
shallow  wells  and  spring  in  wood  ;  usual  quantity,  fair; 
present  quantity,  much  diminished  in  wells  ;  quality, 
well  water  very  hard,  spring  water  contains  much  iron. 
Kingston  Deverill  —  Source,  wells,  chiefly  shallow  ; 
present  quantity,  some  failed,  but  never  a  scarcity  ; 
quality,  mostly  good.  Monkton  Deverill  —  Source, 
wells  mostly  shallow  ;  usual  quantity,  plentiful  ;  pre¬ 
sent  quantity,  no  wells  dry  ;  quality,  good.  Maiden 
Bradley  and  Yarnfield — Source,  Bradley  waterworks 
on  the  Somerset  Estate  ;  usual  and  present  quantity, 
plentiful  ;  quality,  very  good.  Mere  (Castle-street, 
Square,  Church-street) —  Source,  deep  wells  ;  usual 
quantity,  plentiful  ;  present  quantity,  sufficient  ; 
quality,  mostly  good  where  surface  pollution  prevented. 
Mere  (Wellhead,  Water-street,  and  neighbourhood  of 
river)  —  Source,  chiefly  from  springs  rising  near  banks 
of  river  ;  usual  and  present  quantity,  plentiful ;  quality, 
very  good  where  not  polluted.  Mere  (Causeway  and 
neighbourhood) — Source,  rain  water,  shallow  wells,  and 
pits  ;  usual  quantity,  deficient ;  present  quantity,  none  ; 
quality,  very  indifferent.  During  the  drought  water 
conveyed  from  other  parts  of  Mere  in  carts.  Sedgehill 
— Source,  shallow  wells  and  rain  water  tanks  ;  usual 
quantity,  some  parts  deficient,  others  well  supplied  ; 
present  quantity,  as  usual  ;  quality,  differs  very  much 
in  different  parts  of  village.  This  village  being  very 
scattered,  the  quality  and  quantity  differs  very  much 
in  different  parts.  Stourton  and  Gasper — Source,  wells 
mostly  deep  ;  usual  and  present  quantity,  plentiful  ; 
quality,  good.  No  complaints  of  defective  supply 
received  from  this  parish. 
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The  registered  births  in  the  several  parishes  have  been  as 
follows : — 


Estimated  to 

Census,  middle  Registered 


1891. 

of  1893. 

Births. 

Bourton 

782 

796 

20 

Silton  . . 

212 

216 

4 

Kilmington . 

369 

376 

7 

East  Knoyle  ... 

956 

977 

20 

West  ELnoyle . 

158 

168 

6 

Kingston  T)everill  .. 

234 

238 

8 

Monkton  Deverill  . . 

104 

108 

6 

Maiden  Bradley 

606 

617 

12 

Mere . 

2749 

2765 

69 

Sedgehill 

176 

189 

9 

Stourton 

410 

418 

12 

6756 

6858 

167 

New  cases  of  sickness  in  each  locality  coming  to  the 


knowledge  of  the  medical  officer  of  health 

Scarla- 

Diph¬ 

Enteric  or 

Erysip¬ 

tina. 

theria. 

Typhoid. 

elas. 

Measles 

Bourton  . . 

9 

2 

•  « 

1 

3 

Silton 

3 

, 

•  •• 

Kilmington 

6 

1 

,  , 

•  •  • 

•  » 

Bast  Knoyle 

13 

•  •  • 

,  * 

1 

•  • 

West  Knoyle 

19 

5 

•  • 

•  •  • 

King.  Deverill. . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

M.  Bradley 

5 

6 

•  • 

Mere 

85 

9 

•  • 

8 

3 

Stourton 

2 

•  • 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  • 

92 

22 

1 

11 

6 

Notification  of  infectious  diseases  has  been  compulsory  in 
the  district  since  Jan.  1,  1890. 


The  Table  of  Deaths  shows  : 
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Bourton  ...  ...  7 

Silton . 2 

Kilmington .  6 

East  Knoyle  ...  8 

WestKnoyle  4 

Kingston  Deverill  „ 
Monkton  Deverill 
Maiden  Bradley  ...  7 

Mere. .  33 

Sedgehill  . 1 

Stourton  . .  . .  4 


...  74  13  4  6 
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Totals 


81 
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The  causes  of  mortality  are 
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Silton  . 

Kilmington 
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WestKnoyle 
Kingston  Deverell 
Monkton  Deverill 
Maiden  Bradley 

Mere  . 

Sedgehill 
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1 
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16 

10 
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